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Press Release 

 
The Signing Ceremony of the Letter of Intent to Cooperate between the South West State of 

Somalia Ministry of Justice and the Expanding Access to Justice Program 
 
Place: Baidoa, Southwest State of Somalia 
Time: Sunday 20th September 2020 
 
Today, a joint Letter of Intent to Cooperate was signed between the South West State of Somalia 
Ministry of Justice and the Expanding Access to Justice program (EAJ). Through the Letter of Intent, 
EAJ seeks to partner with the Ministry of Justice to promote interventions collaboratively to expand 
the quality and reach of justice assistance to the people of Somalia. Specifically, EAJ seeks to support 
the Ministry of Justice in developing a network that convenes state justice institutions alongside 
civil society to improve substantially and sustainably the quality and scope of justice assistance in 
the state. The Letter of Intent was signed in a ceremony observed by the Minister of Justice of 
Southwest State of Somalia, H.E. Mohamed Hussein Hassan, and EAJ Chief of Party, Anton Pestana. 

“The Ministry of Justice is responsible for the justice services in South West State. We consider our 
partnership with the Expanding Access to Justice (EAJ) program as a key strategic relationship for 
the Ministry to meet its mandate of improving justice services. We are delighted to have signed the 
letter of intent to cooperate with the Expanding Access to Justice Program today and affirm our 
commitment to continue improving access to justice in Somalia. I would like to thank the USAID 
Somalia Mission for the generous funding of the Expanding Access to Justice program. We believe 
the program will contribute significantly to our commitments to deliver justice assistance to the 
people of Somalia,” stated the Hon. Mohamed Hussein Hassan, Minister of Justice of Southwest 
State of Somalia. 

“The Expanding Access to Justice Program supports the creation of an enabling environment for 
enhancing justice assistance that protects and promotes basic human rights and supports key justice 
actors – including state justice institutions, civil society groups, and academics. “EAJ looks forward 
to working hand in hand with the Ministry of Justice of South West State to support their leadership 
role in improving access to justice through their provision of a range of essential resources and 
coordination of all actors to provide effective services for all citizens in the state. To expand the 
current access to justice services, the EAJ will support justice actors to create the network-based 
platforms necessary to foster critical collaboration needed amongst Southwest justice actors,” notes 
Anton Pestana, the Expanding Access to Justice Program’s Chief of Party 
 
 
Ends.  
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Note to Editors 
 
The Expanding Access to Justice program’s profile is attached for background information. 
 
For more information about the Expanding Access to Justice (EAJ) activities and current updates, 
follow our social media platforms: 
 
Twitter: @EAJProgram  
Website: https://www.eajprogram.org/ 
Email: apestana@pactworld.org 
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
EAJ Somalia 
Christopher Mwangi 
ckmwangi@pactworld.org 
Mobile:  +254720376376 
Email: ckmwangi@pactworld.org 
 


