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The Signing Ceremony for the Letter of Intent to Cooperate between the Judiciary of the Federal 

Republic of Somalia and the Expanding Access to Justice Program 
 
Place: Mogadishu, Somalia 
When: Monday 21st September 2020 

Today, a joint Letter of Intent to Cooperate was signed between the Judiciary of the Federal Republic 
of Somalia and the Expanding Access to Justice Program (EAJ). Through the Letter of Intent, the 
Expanding Access to Justice Program seeks to partner with the Judiciary to promote interventions 
collaboratively that expand the quality, reach, and effectiveness of judicial services to the people of 
Somalia. Specifically, EAJ seeks to support the Judiciary in its efforts to improve court performance, 
while providing the Judiciary with a platform for training and testing of a range of service delivery 
improvement approaches, including the use of a court user committee and a judges’ forum. The 
Letter of Intent was signed, in a ceremony observed by the H.E. Bashe Yusuf Ahmed, Chief Justice 
of the Judiciary of the Republic of Somalia, and the Expanding Access to justice program’s Chief of 
Party, Anton Pestana. 

“Today, the Somalia Judiciary and Expanding Access to Justice (EAJ) commenced a strategic 
partnership aiming to improve the provision of justice in Somalia. We are delighted to have signed 
a letter of intent to Cooperate with the Expanding Access to Justice Program (EAJ) setting our 
partnership aims. I affirm my commitment to continue working to improve court services, making 
them more accessible, affordable, fair and efficient for everyone in Somalia. I would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank USAID, the donor of the Access to Justice Program, for their significant 
commitment to supporting expanding access to justice in Somalia,” stated Hon. Bashe Yusuf Ahmed, 
Chief Justice of Somalia Judiciary. 

“EAJ is committed to supporting the Judiciary’s strategic reform priority of improving the 
performance of its courts. Through the cooperation agreement signed today, the Expanding Access 
to Justice program will support the Judiciary’s in leading a multi-stakeholder effort to strengthen its 
district courts through the development of improved management systems, training of critical staff, 
and the use of court user committees.  Together, these efforts will enhance cooperation between all 
justice chain actors and communities. EAJ will also support the Judiciary in convening a judge’s forum 
that will provide an opportunity for Somalia’s judges to contribute towards the development of 
service delivery improvements for their courts,” noted the Expanding Access to Justice program’s 
Chief of Party, Anton Pestana. 
  
Ends.  
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Note to Editors 
 
The Expanding Access to Justice program’s profile is attached for background information. 
 
For more information about the Expanding Access to Justice (EAJ) activities and current updates 
follow our social media platforms: 
 
Twitter: @EAJProgram  
Website: https://www.eajprogram.org/ 
Email: apestana@pactworld.org 
 
 
For media enquiries please contact: 
EAJ Somalia 
Christopher Mwangi 
ckmwangi@pactworld.org 
Mobile:  +254720376376 
Email: ckmwangi@pactworld.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


